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CHURCH DECORATION. 

A SERIES OF ARTICLES. NUMBER ONE. 

IN the decoration of churches devoted to the Christian 
religion the Cross naturally is the most generally employed 
and the most frequently seen ; but different Crosses belong 
to the several seasons, and should be appropriately used. 

Crosses are of two principal types, from which a great 
variety proceed. These types are the Latin Cross, used by the 
Western Church, and the Greek Cross of the Eastern Church. 

In describing the emblems suitable for and adapted to the 
decoration of churches, it comes in the order of things that the 
Cross should be first explained and illustrated. 

The Latin Cross consists of four branches, the lowest — called 

the foot — should be longer than the two arms joined 

[~| together ; the summit should be the length of one 

■ 1 I — | arm ; the arms must be of equal length to each 

' r "~^ other. All the branches must be exactly the same 

thickness or breadth. 

The Passion Cross is appropriate to Easter, 
raised on three steps it is called the Cal- 
vary Cross. The steps typify Faith, Hope 
and Charity. Charity is represented by 
the largest step, which rests on the earth, because 
that virtue is the foundation of all others; Hope 
rests on Charity ; Faith supports the Cross itself. 

The Greek Cross consists of four arms, all of 
equal length and thickness, and capable of being in- 
closed in a circle. It is the Cross of St. George, the 

patron Saint of England (he is supposed to have 
I | been an Eastern bishop), and is borne on the 

I | national flag in Gules (red) on a white ground. It. 

J [ also belongs to the arms of the City of London, 

I where it bears on it the "Sword" of St. Paul, the 

I— J patron Saint of the metropolis. It is suitable for 

any season, save Easter. It should be used in 
Lent, and may also be used at Christmas. 

The Tau Cross is a Latin Cross without the sum- 
mit. It therefore forms the Greek letter T (Tau), 
from which it is named. This Cross is also called 
an Egyptian Cross ; St. Anthony's Cross ; and (in 
Heraldry) a Cross Potent or Crutched— Potent being 
the old English word for a crutch. It is the Cross 
in the Old Testament on which MOses is represented as lifting 
up the brazen 'serpent in the wilderness. On account of its 
being an anticipatory Cross, it may be used at Advent and 
Christmas. It is the symbol of eternal life. 

St. Andrew's Cross— the Cross of martyrdom and emblem of 
humility. St. Andrew, condemned to be crucified, 
and deeming himself unworthy of dying on a Cross 
of the same form as that on which his Master had 
suffered, besought his executioners to make his 
Cross of another shape, and perished on the one 
now known by his name. In Heraldry, this Cross 
is called a Saltire. It is the national Cross of Scot- 
land, whose patron Saint is St. Andrew; and at 
the accession of James I., it was added to the Cross of St. 
George on the national flag, thus forming the 
original Union Jack — so named from "Jacques," 
or James. It may be used on St. Andrew's Day. 
The Cross of Jerusalem, or Cross Potent, is 
formed of four Tau Crosses, joined by the foot of 
each. It is a Greek Cross. 

The Cross-Crosslet is formed of 
r-i four Latin Crosses, meeting in the 

EJ p centre, foot to foot, forming a near approach to 

|-"1 — I I — TL, a square. 

The Cross of Iona, or Irish Cross. This 
Cross is said to be the earliest form of that 
symbol known in Great Britain 
and Ireland, and judging from the 
ancient wayside Crosses this is probably the case. 
It is of a peculiarly beautiful form, and well 
adapted for floral ornamentation. It should be 
used on St. Patrick's Festival,, as may also be the 
, Cross Trefflee or Trefoil, St. Patrick having ex- 
plained the doctrine of the Trinity to the Irish 
by the Trefoil or Shamrock. St. Pat- 
rick's Cross is a Red Saltire or St. Andrew's Cross. 
In lbOl it was united to the Red Cross. of St. George 
and the white Saltire of St. Andrew 
on the Union Jack, thus completing 
the British national flag. 
The Maltese Cross is the Cross worn by the 
Knights Hospitallers or Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem. Its eight points represent the eight 
beatitudes. It is a form of the Greek Cross ; 
it should be used on St. John's Day. The Cross Pattee much 
resembles the Cross of St. John. If the lines are inwardly 
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curved, it is called a Pattee Concave ; if outwardly, 
Patt6e Convex. 

The Cross of Constantine was the sign which 
the Emperor Constantine saw, or thought he saw, 
in the sky, on the eve preceding his great victory 
over Maxentius. It was surmounted by the motto, 

"In hoc signo vinces." After gaining the battle, the 
Emperor adopted this Cross as his device on banner 
and shield. It is also found on his coins. 

The Cross of Constantine is formed of the two 

first letters of the Greek word Christos or Christ — 

the X (Chi) and P (Rho) united. It resembles a 

monogram rather than a Cross, and was much used 

ffe such by the early Christians. It is adapted to Corpus Christi 

and Ascension Day. 

Cross Trefflee— a Greek Cross, with the ends 
of the corners triple leaved. The Cross Botonny 
is of the same shape. 

To these we may add the Heraldic Crosses. 
When a Cross is mentioned, it is understood to 
be plain. The Cross Moline was so named from 
its fancied resemblance to the arms of a Wind- 
mill. The Cross Potent rebated is a Cross Potent, with an arm 
cut off each small cross. 
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1. Voided Cross. 

2. Cross Fitche. 

3. Cross Pommes.. 

4. Cross Mohire. 



5. Cross Fledrie. 

6. The Pope's Cross. 

7. The Archbishops. 

8. Cross Potent Rebated. 






The triangle is the emblem of 
the Trinity, also frequently em- 
ployed as an emblem of Christ. 
The Double or Intersecting 
Triangles symbolize the Creator. 
The old alchemists used the figure as a symbol 
of fire and water. This is especially suited to 
Trinity Sunday. The Circle is 
the ancient emblem of Eternity, 
being without beginning and 
without end. Enclosing a tri- 
angle it means three in one — 
The Trinity. With a Cross it 
symbolizes eternal life. 

The Trefoil is also an em- 
blem of the Trinity ; it was used 
to teach that doctrine by St. Patrick. It is occasionally placed 
under a triangle. 

The Three Circles intertwined 
form also a symbol of the Trinity. 
The Crown is the symbol of 
Victory and Sovereignty. 

In Christian art the Crown is 
usually of the Eastern form. It 
is the symbol, when united to a 
palm, of peace and conquest. The 
palm is sometimes only a wreath of palm or passion flowers. 
The Crown is a good emblem for Ascension Day. 

The Lamb is the chief emblem of Christ. The 
Lamb is represented with a nimbus or glory of 
four rays, one concealed by the head. If each 
ray is crossed, it is, called a cruciferous nimbus. 

The Lamb bearing a banner 
signifies "Victory," and is an em- 
blem of the Resurrection. It is 
appropriate of course, to Easter. 
The Agnus Dei often occupies the centre of a 
six-pointed star, surrounded by a circle. The 

Lamb was the heraldic device of the Knights 
Templars. 

The Standard is a small flag on a reed or 
Cross, often borne by a lamb, and inscribed Ecce 
Agnus Dei (Behold the Lamb of God). It is called 
St. John the Baptist's Cross, from his using those 
words to the Disciples after the Baptism of Jesus. 








